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OTTAWA  WILL  NOT  FAIL 
By  Professor  J.  Coatman,  C.I.E. 


The  people  of  all  the  Empire  countries  concerned  with 
the  Ottawa  Conference  should  understand  clearly  its 
importance,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  their 
own  economic  interests,  but  to  the  whole  world,  and  to  the 
future  of  international  relationships,  of  which  economic 
relations  are  only  one  part.  At  the  present  time,  world 
attention  is  concentrated  on  the  forthcoming  Imperial  Confer¬ 
ence  as  it  has  never  been  concentrated  on  any  of  its  predecessors, 
and  in  foreign  newspapers  Ottawa  ranks  among  the  leading 
news  items.  Already  the  Ottawa  Conference  has  figured  in 
one  way  or  another  in  the  agenda  of  some  foreign  legislatures, 
and  there  is  not  one  tradingjnation  of  importance  whose 
leaders  in  politics  and  business  do  not  feel  that  the  outcome  of 
the  Conference  will  be  of  immediate  practical  concern  to  them 
and  their  country.  There  is  an  obvious  and  tangible  reason 
for  this  interest,  namely,  the  important  proportion  which  the 
trade  of  the  British  Empire  as  a  whole  bears  to  the  total  of 
world  trade.  Calculations  from  figures  contained  in  the  League 
of  Nations  Statistical  Year-Book  for  1930-31,  show  that  in 
1929  this  proportion  was  no  less  than  27.40  per  cent.  Of  this 
figure,  the  United  Kingdom,  of  course,  contributed  by  far  the 
greater  part,  namely,  13.16  per  cent,  of  world  trade,  with 
Canada  next,  but  at  a  long  interval,  with  3.48.  Clearly,  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  may  affect  materially  the  future  lines  of  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  enormous  quantum  of  international  trade  repre¬ 
sented  by  these  figures  must  be  of  the  most  lively  interest  to 
all  the  trading  countries  outside  the  Empire. 

But  there  are  broader  and  more  fundamental  reasons  for 
the  literally  world-wide  interest  in  Ottawa,  and  these  also 
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